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$1 Million in USDA Conservation Assistance Available for Organic Producers
EAST LANSING, Feb. 10, 2010 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has set aside over $1 million in conservation financial assistance for Michigan organic producers and producers transitioning to organic production.

 “The objective of this initiative is to assist Michigan organic producers to improve their conservation practices and make them eligible to compete for USDA financial assistance,”  said Garry Lee, state conservationist for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.
The Natural Resources Conservation Service will provide financial assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. The program provides financial assistance of up to 75 percent of the estimated cost to implement designated conservation practices. Producers must submit an application by March 12 to be eligible for the 2010 organic initiative funds.

The funds designated for the organic initiative are only available for organic producers to implement conservation practices that are part of an organic system plan. Producers transitioning to organic are eligible for financial assistance if the practices they are implementing are consistent with an organic system plan and they are working toward organic certification.

A list of practices eligible for financial assistance under the organic initiative is posted on the NRCS-Michigan Web site and is also available from local NRCS field offices or conservation districts. Historically-underserved producers, beginning farmers and limited resource producers can receive 90 percent of the estimated cost for implementing conservation measures.

Applications must be submitted to a local NRCS field office. Additional information and a listing of Michigan NRCS field offices can be found at www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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