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USDA Announces Conservation Funds for Air Quality
EAST LANSING, Jan. 19, 2010 – Over $1.3 million in conservation financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture is available to farmers in eight Michigan counties that do not meet federal air quality standards.
The financial assistance is available through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program administered by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. The program provides financial assistance to farmers for implementing conservation measures that improve air quality. The assistance is available to farmers in Allegan, Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne counties. The eligible counties did not meet federal air quality standards for particulate matter and/or ozone. 

Agricultural producers and landowners must complete a program application by February 19 to be eligible for the air quality funds. Financial assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program covers up to 75 percent of the cost for implementing new conservation measures. Some eligible conservation measures include tree and native grass plantings, cover crops, animal waste storage facilities and agrichemical handling facilities.

Beginning farmers and historically under-served producers may be eligible for enhanced financial assistance from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program.

Applications must be submitted to a local NRCS field office. Additional information and a listing of Michigan NRCS field offices can be found at www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov. Information about USDA conservation programs is also available from local conservation districts.
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